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What is Independent English?

ETS 4U1 - Independent Studies in Literature

Independent English is a course in which students design their own curriculum and create their own assignments. It is a course designed for students interested in intensive independent learning about art and literature.

(Independent literature may be used as one of your top 6 4U courses used for university entrance, but it does not replace the ENG 4U1 core required English that every student must take.)

How do classes work?

· Tuesday and Thursday are teacher-centred lecture-discussion classes on common works chosen by the class.

· Monday, Wednesday, and Friday are independent study classes in which you work on your own things.

· Students must check in for attendance on independent study days.

· When seminars are being given, students must be present as an audience.

· Every Monday students will report on what they’ve done the previous week.

· The Weekly Record Sheet, the Mark Recording Sheet and the Reading Record Sheet will all be kept up to date, in the writing folder and always in the box on my desk.

What do we do when we’re not in class?

· Use this room for quiet independent work or discussion.

· If you are not in room 2003, you are in the library or the cafeteria or at home.

· No mobbing or swarming in the library, cafeteria or foyer.

· I am always available in room 2003 or the book room for individual help.

· I expect everyone to be doing something “productive.”

How will we be marked?

1.  Traditional formal methods of evaluation:

· Essays

· Seminars

Evaluated using 4U1 rubrics

2.  Creative assignments:

· Poetry

· Short stories

· Drama

· Art work

· Music

Creative art work is strongly encouraged in this course. Evaluation here is much more problematic as this is not a creative writing course nor an art course. Students will have to be open to a subjective and holistic evaluation of creative projects. 

Written commentaries (500 words) must be handed in with all creative projects. These will be marked with 4U1 rubrics.

3. Personal response / reflection paper

· On a topic brought up in class

· On a personal experience

· On a poem

· On a song

· On a movie

Again, evaluation of this kind of work tends to be quite holistic and subjective. Minimum length of these papers is 500 words.

4.  Informal methods such as:

· Conversation

· Observation

Evaluated with the following questions in mind:

· Is this person engaged in the course?

· Is this person struggling (in the positive sense) with ideas?

· Is this person actively engaged in his or her own learning process?

5. Regular attendance

· Monday and Friday whole class lectures

· Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday mandatory sign in

· Attendance at seminars of other students

What is the marks breakdown?

Portfolio Assessment: 

Each student will have a portfolio of work that will be used for evaluation. Each student’s portfolio will be different. It will contain any work associated with your independent learning. The more that’s in your folder, the better. The greater the variety of things in your folder, the better.  The greater the quality of what’s in your folder, the better.

Independent component of the course:
Portfolio 

60%

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Common component of the course: 

Mid-term Exam 
10%

Final Exam

30%

How many “things” should we hand in?

· Each term, you must hand in at least 3 major assignments or their equivalent. By the end of the semester you must have handed in at least 6 major assignments or their equivalent. You will also do a mid-term exam and a final exam.

· Two minor assignments are equivalent to one major assignment.

· As one of the required assignments, everyone must hand in at least ONE literary essay (1500 words) per term. This will count as one of your majors.

· You can hand in as many assignments as you like and keep only those marks that meet the required number of assignments. 

· You may only hand in one major or two minor assignments each Monday. 

· There are no due dates, but there is a cut off date after which no more assignments will be taken (see the course calendar). You will need to manage your time and discipline yourself. A good rule of thumb would be to hand something in every second week.

· If enough independent work has not been done by the mid-term cut off date or the year-end cut off date, then I will assign 0’s for whatever assignments are missing.

What are you looking for?

Everything you hand in will be evaluated according to the four evaluation categories you are familiar with. The weighting for each category will vary anywhere from 20-30%

· Demonstration of knowledge and understanding of literary texts and ideas.

· Demonstration of thinking and inquiry about literature and ideas

· Demonstration of communication ability (written or oral)

· Demonstration of application of language skills 

I am also looking for:

· evidence of insight (seeing below the surface / reading between the lines)

· evidence of analytical thinking (why?)

· evidence of critical thinking (is this true or false, good or bad?)

· sophisticated development of these ideas

· evidence of creativity / originality

Everything you hand in for evaluation should be neat, polished, given care and thought. Appearances are not everything, but they count for something. 

All essays will be in MLA Format.

If you want to read and write about a book that is on another English course reading list or ISU list, you need to get my permission. This is also true for books that could possibly be studied in courses like Philosophy, Social Justice, Families in Canadian Society, Law, Society: Challenge and Change, etc.

