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The Story of a Life


Myths are commonly misinterpreted as meaningless fairy tales and fables handed down through the generations to amuse and entertain.  However, the gravity of a myth’s hold on society, particularly a creation myth, cannot be denied. Thomas King’s essay “You’ll Never Believe What Happened” compares two creation myths: the Judeo-Christian story of Genesis and the Native myth of “The Woman Who Fell From the Sky.”  Inherent contrasts between cultures can be traced back to fundamental differences in belief patterns.  Genesis recounts a story of paradise lost because of human fault.  The world begins as a perfect, godly place and turns into a place of pain and despair.  The Native myth of “The Woman Who Fell From the Sky” teaches that a group of characters created the world through cooperation in an atmosphere of light-hearted fun and happiness.  A world of mud and water becomes a place of beauty and friendship.  Whichever version a child grows up with, the story of how it all began will be engrained in their being forever and influence the way they think and live.  

Western society has been greatly impacted by its predominantly Judeo-Christian footing and the Genesis creation myth.  Society knows the story, believes the story, and lives the story everyday.  Whether or not a person recognizes the patterns and archetypes from the story in their everyday lives is not of consequence.  The values of this society stem from a belief in an omnipotent, all-powerful, male deity who is harsh and unforgiving.  As Thomas King states, “What if the creation story in Genesis had featured a flawed deity who was understanding and sympathetic rather than autocratic and rigid?” (King 10)  If the Judeo-Christian views of God were utterly transposed, social beliefs regarding forgiveness, gender, hierarchies, equality and power would all shift.

The Native creation myth speaks to a world of harmony and compromise between a number of deities.  The world is based on the ideas of balance and equality, not the battle of good versus evil.  “In the Earth Diver story…deities are generally figures of limited power and persuasion, and the acts of creation…are shared with other characters in the drama” (King 11).  The differences between this story and Genesis only broaden the gap between Native and Judeo-Christian culture.  A Native child is brought up to have a completely different outlook on life.  The child learns from family, friends, political figures, religious authorities and society in general that forgiveness and compromise are ideals to be cherished.  The child is not overburdened with worries of what is right and what is wrong.  They are simply told to have a high regard for respect and equality in their lives.  Even if these teachings are not directly spoken to the child, they are unconsciously passed on through storytelling.

Creation stories have influenced political, social, and economic views in both conscious and unconscious ways.  Without a timeless and innate story to carry on traditions, beliefs and values, the establishment of a united civilization would not be possible.  The thoughts and feelings expressed in the myths are more than just folklore and history.  The words carry an understood yet unconscious doctrine of each societies’ philosophies and beliefs.
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